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MLA (Modern Language Association) Formatting and Style Guide (8
th

 edition) for English 

MLA Handbook.  The Modern Language Association of America, 2016. 

 

Format for Assignments 

 

 Type on white 8.5” x 11” paper 

 Double-space EVERYTHING but DO NOT quadruple space between paragraphs 

 Use 12 pt. Times New Roman font 

 Leave only one space after punctuation 

 Set all margins to 1 inch on all sides (usually the default setting) 

 Indent all paragraphs using the Tab key 

 Include surname and page number in the upper right corner of every page (e.g. Killins 2) 

 Staple your paper at a 45 degree angle  

 

Formatting the First Page 

 

 No title page! 

 Double space everything! 

 In the upper left corner of the first page, list your name, your instructor's name, the 

course, and date 

 Center the paper title (use standard capitalization but no underlining, italics, quotation 

marks, or bold) 

 Use quotation marks and/or italics when referring to other works in the title of 

your essay or report (e.g. name of book or poem) 

 E.g. Finding the Inner Voice:  Regaining Self and Agency in Laurie Halse 

Anderson’s Speak   

 Your instructor may ask that you omit last name/page number header on your first page 

 

Perstudent 1 

Sue Perstudent   

Ms. Killins 

ENG4C 

1 May 2019 

Awesome and Creative Title: My Title is Super Awesome, Which Makes My Teacher  

Want to Read My Awesome Essay about The 100 

          My essay is awesome.  My essay is awesome.  My essay is awesome.  My essay is 

awesome.  My essay is awesome.  My essay is awesome.  My essay is awesome.   
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In-Text Citations 

 

 MLA uses in-text and parenthetical citations 

 Citations depend on the medium (e.g. Print, Web, DVD) 

 If only one source is used, do not write the author’s last name in the parentheses; just put 

page number or line number) 

 

Basic Formatting 

You can format quotations a number of ways. 

 

In-text direct quotation (author name in sentence with page number at end): 

Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of powerful 

feelings" (263). 

 

Parenthetical direct quotation (author name and page number in parentheses): 

Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" 

(Wordsworth 263). 

 

In-text paraphrase (author name in sentence with page number at end): 

Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263). 

 

Parenthetical paraphrase (author name and page number in parentheses): 

The role of emotion in the creative process is extensively explored in Lyrical Ballads 

(Wordsworth 263). 

 

Corresponding Works Cited Entry: 

Wordsworth, William. Lyrical Ballads. Oxford UP, 1967. 

 

Formatting Short Quotations – shorter than four lines when typed (inclusive)  

 

 Put in quotation marks and incorporate into the text.   

 Place the sentence period after the reference. 

 

Web Example with no author (but you trust the source): 

 

The whale shark is the largest fish in the world:  “In order to eat, the beast juts out its formidably  

 

sized jaws and passively filters everything in its path” (“Whale Shark”). 

 

Corresponding Works Cited Entry: 

 

“Whale Shark – Rhincodon Typus." National Geographic, 2010,  

 

 https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/fish/w/whale-shark/. Accessed 1 May  

 

 2019. 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/fish/w/whale-shark/
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Book Example with one author: 

 

The whale shark is the largest fish in the world: “It is known to reach a length of at least 40 feet”  

 

(Smith 39). 

 

Corresponding Works Cited Entry: 

 

Smith, Wayne.  Whale Shark.  Seal Books, 2010.   

  

Formatting Long Prose Quotations – longer than fives lines when typed (inclusive) 

However, using too many long passages in a research report or essay detracts from your work; it 

could end up looking like a patchwork of quotations, so use them sparingly. 

 

 Set it off from your text by beginning a new line, indenting one inch from the left margin, 

and typing it double-spaced, without adding quotation marks, but reproduce any 

quotation marks that are in the passage quoted (e.g. dialogue)   

 A colon generally introduces a quotation displayed this way, though sometimes the 

context may require a different mark of punctuation or none at all   

 

Database Example with one author: 

 

The whale shark is an endangered species: 

The world's largest fish is being hunted to extinction and its international 

protection is now at a critical level, according to delegates at the first 

International Whale Shark Conference held in Perth, Western Australia, in May. 

While whale sharks are protected inside the national waters of 11 countries, including 

Australia, they are subject to an uncontrolled harvest for their meat and fins once they 

swim outside of these areas. (Curran) 

Corresponding Works Cited Entry: 

 

Curran, Sarah. "Whale shark on brink." Geographical, Aug. 2005, p. 10. Science in Context,  

 http://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/A134909326/GPS?u=ko_k12pr_d29&sid=GPS&xid= 

 d9b7027f. Accessed 1 May 2019. 

 

http://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/A134909326/GPS?u=ko_k12pr_d29&sid=GPS&xid
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Long Prose Book Example: 

 

Whale sharks are truly majestic looking animals:   

 

Whale sharks are dark gray to reddish-brown with large white spots on the upper side of  

 

the body. They are pale white or yellow underneath. They have broad, flat heads with a  

 

wide mouth. Adult whale sharks have more than 300 rows of tiny, hooked teeth and a  

 

row of replacement teeth behind these. They feed mainly on plankton. Whale sharks lay  

 

eggs the size of footballs. Newly hatched young are about two to three feet long. (Smith  

 

39) 

 

Corresponding Works Cited Entry: 

 

Smith, Wayne.  Whale Shark.  Seal Books, 2010.   

 

 

Adding/Omitting Words 

 

In-text Example for Adding Words: Use brackets around the added words 

 

Jan Harold Brunvand, in an essay on urban legends, states, "Some individuals [who retell urban  

 

legends] make a point of learning every rumor or tale" (78). 

 

 

In-text Example for Omitting Words: Use an ellipsis 

 

In an essay on urban legends, Jan Harold Brunvand notes that "some individuals make a point of  

 

learning every recent rumor or tale . . . and in a short time a lively exchange of details occurs"  

 

(78).  
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Works Cited 

 

 According to MLA style, you must have a Works Cited page at the end of your paper. All 

entries in the Works Cited page must correspond to the works cited in your main text. 

 

 Begin your Works Cited page on a separate page at the end of your paper. It should have 

the same one-inch margins and last name, page number header as the rest of your 

paper. 

 

 Label the page Works Cited (do not italicize the words Works Cited or put them in 

quotation marks) and center the words Works Cited at the top of the page.  Use “Work 

Cited” if only using one source. 

 

 Double space all citations, but do not skip spaces between entries. 

 

 Indent the second and subsequent lines of citations five spaces so that you create a 

hanging indent. 

 

 List page numbers of sources efficiently, when needed. If you refer to a journal article 

that appeared on pages 225 through 250, list the page numbers on your Works Cited page 

as 225-50. 

 

 If you are citing an article or a publication that was originally issued in print form but that 

you retrieved from an online database, you should type the online database name in 

italics. You do not need to provide subscription information in addition to the database 

name. 

 

 Capitalize each word in the titles of articles, books, etc., but do not capitalize articles (the, 

an), prepositions, or conjunctions unless one is the first word of the title or subtitle: Gone 

with the Wind, The Art of War, There Is Nothing Left to Lose. 
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Works Cited Example 
Perstudent 6 

Works Cited 

Dean, Cornelia. "Executive on a Mission: Saving the Planet." The New York Times, 22 May 

2007, www.nytimes.com/2007/05/22/science/earth/22ander.html?_r=0. Accessed 12 May 

2016. 

Ebert, Roger. Review of An Inconvenient Truth, directed by Davis 

Guggenheim. rogerebert.com, 1 June 2006, http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/an-

inconvenient-truth-2006. Accessed 15 June 2016. 

Gowdy, John. "Avoiding Self-organized Extinction: Toward a Co-evolutionary Economics of 

Sustainability." International Journal of Sustainable Development and World 

Ecology, vol. 14, no. 1, 2007, pp. 27-36. 

An Inconvenient Truth. Directed by Davis Guggenheim, performances by Al Gore and Billy 

West, Paramount, 2006. 

Leroux, Marcel. Global Warming: Myth Or Reality?: The Erring Ways of Climatology. 

Springer, 2005. 

Milken, Michael, et al. "On Global Warming and Financial Imbalances." New Perspectives 

Quarterly, vol. 23, no. 4, 2006, p. 63. 

Nordhaus, William D. "After Kyoto: Alternative Mechanisms to Control Global 

Warming." American Economic Review, vol. 96, no. 2, 2006, pp. 31-34. 

---. "Global Warming Economics." Science, vol. 294, no. 5545, 9 Nov. 2001, pp. 1283-84, 

DOI: 10.1126/science.1065007. 

Regas, Diane. “Three Key Energy Policies That Can Help Us Turn the Corner on 

Climate.” Environmental Defense Fund, 1 June 2016, www.edf.org/blog/2016/06/01/3-key-

energy-policies-can-help-us-turn-corner-climate. Accessed 19 July 2016. 

Revkin, Andrew C. “Clinton on Climate Change.” The New York Times, 17 May 2007, 

www.nytimes.com/video/world/americas/1194817109438/clinton-on-climate-change.html. 

Accessed 29 July 2016. 

Shulte, Bret. "Putting a Price on Pollution." US News & World Report, vol. 142, no. 17, 14 

May 2007, p. 37. Ebsco, Access no: 24984616. 

Uzawa, Hirofumi. Economic Theory and Global Warming. Cambridge UP, 2003. 
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Works Cited: Books 

 

Basic Format: 

Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Publisher, Year of Publication.  

 

Examples: 

 

Orwell, George.  Nineteen Eighty-Four.  Penguin, 1987.  

 

Palmer, William J. Dickens and New Historicism. St. Martin's, 1997.  

 

---. The Films of the Eighties: A Social History. Southern Illinois UP, 1993.   

 

 

Works Cited: Web 

 

Web Source Format: 

Editor, author, director, narrator, performer, translator, or compiler name (if available).  

 

“Article Name” (title of the work). Name of Web Site, Date of last update or  

 

publication (day month year), URL. Accessed day month year.  

 

Examples: 

 

Bernstein, Mark. "10 Tips on Writing the Living Web.” A List Apart: For People Who Make  

 

Websites, 16 Aug. 2002, http://alistapart.com/article/writeliving. Accessed 3 Nov. 2016. 

 

Felluga, Dino. Introductory Guide to Critical Theory, 31 Jan. 2011,  

 

 https://www.cla.purdue.edu/english/theory/.  Accessed 3 Nov. 2016.  

 

 

Purdue University Online Writing Lab (OWL) 
 

 

http://alistapart.com/article/writeliving
https://www.cla.purdue.edu/english/theory/

